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Chapter 1 Introduction

Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group (Provost & Pritchard) has prepared this Initial Study/Mitigated
Negative Declaration (IS/MND) on behalfTeviston Community Services Dist(lo€SD to address the
environmental effects of theoposed Water System Improvement Pr(ifeoject). This document has been
prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Public ResoRRBRE ode
Sectior21000et.seqThe District is the CEQA lead agency for this Project.

The site and the Project are described in defaibjster 2 Project Description

1.1 Regulatory fiormation

An Initial Study (I1S) is a documgmeparediy a lead agency to determirieethera project may have a
significant effect on the environment. In accordance with California Code of Regulations Title 14 (Chapter 3,
Section 15000 et sejp also knavn as the CEQA GuidelingsSection 15064 (a)(}ats that an
environmental impact report (EIR) must be prepared if there is substantial evidence in light of the whole record
that theProjectunder review may have a significant effect on the environthehbald be further analyzed

to determine mitigation measures or project alternatives that might avoid or reduce project impacts to less than
significantevels A negative declaratiD) may be prepared instead if the lead agency finds thatmbere is
substantial evidence in light of the whole record that the project may have a significant effect on the
environment. AND is a writterstatenent describing the reasons wRyaect nototherwiseexempt from

CEQA, would not have a significant effectrmmenvironment and, therefore, why it would not require the
preparation of an EIR (CEQA Guidelines Section 15371). According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15070, a
ND or mitigatedD shallbe prepared for a project subject to CEQA when either:

a. The IS shows there is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the ageRecyjabat the
may have a significant effect on the environment, or

b. The IS identified potentially significant effects, but:

1. Revisions in the project planspooposals made by or agreed to by the applicant before the
proposedMND andISis released for public review would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects
to a point where clearly no significant effects would isquapared, and

2. There is no substartevidence, in light of the whole record before the agency, tPaijduas
revisaday have a significant effect on the environment.

1.2 Document Format

This IS/IMND containdour chapers andour appendices-hapter 1 Introduction provides an overview of
theProjectand the CEQA processhapter 2 Project Description provides a detailed descriptioRafject
component@andobjectivesChapter 3 Impact Analysis presents the CEQA checklist and environmental
analysis for all impact areas, mandatory findings of significance, and feasible mitigation meBRsojest. If the

does not have the potential to significantly impact a given issue area, heseetf@raprovides a brief
discussion of the reasons why no impacts are exfighteBrojectcould have a potentially significant impact

on a resource, the issue area discussion provides a description of potential impacts, and appropriate mitigation
measures and/or permit requirements that would reduce those impacts to a less than significanidevel.

4 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP), provides the proposed mitigation measures,
implementation timelines, and the entity/agency responsible for ensuring implementation.
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The CalEEMod Output File8iological Evaluation, and Class Il Inventory/Phase | Cultural Suerey
providedas technicalppendix A, Appendix B, andAppendix C, respectivelat the end of this document.

Provost & Pritchard Consulting Gdaopary 2021 1-2
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Chapter 2 Project Description

2.1 Project Background and Objectives

2.1.1 Project Title

Teviston Community Services District Water System Improvement Project

2.1.2 Lead Agency Name and Address

Teviston Community Services District
12934 Avenue 80
Pixley, CA 93256

2.1.3 Contact Person and Phone Number

Lead Agency Contact

Teviston Community Servideistrict

Juan Carlos Mariano, General Manager
(559)757-3539

CEQA Consultant

Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group

MaryE. Beatie, Environmental Project Manager
(559) 634.166

2.1.4 Project Location

The Project is located time unincorporated community of Temis a censudesignated place and a State
designated Severely Disadvantaged Comm{8AC) insouthwest Tulare Counf€ounty) incentral
CaliforniaapproximatelyOmiles southeast Bfesnaand 45 miles northwest of Bakersfigdgigure 2-1).

The Projecwill be locatedbetweerunincorporated communities Rikley and Earlimajtist east of State
Routeg(SRP9within the adopted TCSD Sphere of Influence (SOI). The Project will involve meter replacement
work along existing TCSD water mains within public and privatefiglatg and access drives (Sgare

2-3) and well improvement work on two well gitesed byTeviston Community Services District identified

DV $VVHVVRU:V 3D2260840ant 8BEFIQO\(SeEigure 2-4). The Project site is also situated
within Township23S, Rangebg, Sectiord, Mount Diablo Base & Meridiavithinthe Pixley Quadrangle of

the USGS.

2.1.5 Latitude and Longitude

Theapproximatecentroid of thd°roject aress latitude 35° 5&20112'N, longitude119° 1637.689 W

1As defined by the Department of Water Resources, a community having a Median Household Income of less than 60&eof the statewi
MHI, which was $63,783, as of 2016 according to the U.S. Census Bureau. The MHI for Teviston was $25,429 as of 2016.
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2.1.6 General Plan Designation

7TKH &R XQW\ *HQHUDO 30DQ FXUUHQWO\ GHVLJQDWHYV WKH FRP
Teviston Hamlet Plan was adopted in 2017 establishing the development needs and priorities for the
community within its identified 1,44a@e Hamlet Bvelopment Boundary (HDB). The Teviston Hamlet

Plan designates 1,312 acres, including the Project site, for Mixed Use development; the remaining 130.8 acres
of lands contain dedicated public Rigftg/ay. Within the Mixedse land use designation, a rasfge
agricultural, residential, commercial, and manufacturing zones are intended to be allowed (see below).

2.1.7 Zoning

The Project site is zoned for the following: Exclusive Agricultural 40 acre minimd6), (GEneral
Commercial/Mixed Use {£MU), and ResidgalAgricultural (RA and RA 12.5)See~igure 3-3).

2.1.8 Description of Project

2.1.8.1 Project Background and Purpose

Drinking water servictor a portion of the residerits Teviston is supplied by the TCSD water system. TCSD
was formed in 1956 andvers approximately 2@uare mileResidents not served by TCSD are served by
private wells. As noted above, the community of Tevistoraie destignated SDAC.

The TCSD currentservice area lies east of Highway 99 withiophere oflnfluence (SOI) boundaries as
shown inFigure 2-3. TCSD currently serveapproximatelhy432 persons through 136 metered service
connectionsome of which lie outside the formal district boundary but are still within the TCSOSDI
intends to expand its boundaries to include all the current lots served.

TCSD is currently served by oalgingle welllWell 3y VWijkte 2-4). 7TKH RULJLQDO ZHOO “6R>
FRQVWUXFWHG LQ Bu@sequarklyHconstRuttétl K 191 &) &e poth inactive due to failure.
8VLQJ HPHUJHQF\ IXQGV D WéH3wdsRItilghK01Aa@epth IdD apPrixurdtely 575

feet Well 3 features amnular seal to a depth of 140 feet aedugpped wh a 125 horsepower (hqui)-
lubricatedrertical turbine pump and a 5;@@0lon hydropneumatic tatikis located approximately 600 feet

east and 19@et north of the intersection of AvenuafBil Road 132, on the same parcel as the original South
Well(APN 316223004) Well 3 and its pump cannot currently produce sufficient flow and minimum required
pressure to meet fire flow and Title 22 standards for health and safety purposes. Once Well 4 is completed and
permitted, Well 3 will be designated ondystandby source.

TCSD has received funding from the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), Division of Drinking
Water (DDW), State Revolving Fund (SRF) to address challenges caused by dependence on a single source o
potable water:

x If Well 3 is &ken offline for any reason, TCSD haslteonative tgorovide drinking water to the
community.

x The system does not have any back up mmmeceto protect against outages. Power outages are
commonand can last for several hours at a, tespecially ithe summer months when power
demands are high due to the relatively high temperatures.

x Well 3consistently exceeds the maximum contaminant level (MC)2,3tmichloropropane (TCP)
established bihe DDW.TCSD was put under a compliance order in AjiB.2Though water from
Well 3 is routinely chlorinated, TCSD is not able to treat fof CR,at present.
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X The Well 3 pump is rated to produce approximately 625 gallons per minute (gpm). While it has the
capacity to meet the County Improvement Standbmaximum daily demafd92 gpm for 136
service connectio”RsWell 3 does not have capacity to supply the fire flow demand during a maximum
day condition required by County Improvement Standards. Small water systems typically meet fire flow
requirements by eof a water storage tank. Without additional water st@&8Decannot provide
the required minimum storage needed to meet minimum required fire flow, B@0chpnThe
well falls short of meeting maximum daily demand and fire flow by at least 267 gpm

The entirevater distribution system, originally constructed in the late 1950s, was replacetithn6i9es
PVC mains, including gate valves, fire hydeardsjatermeters. There aspproximately 25,300 linear feet
of water mains arapproximately 136 5#8chwater meterim the system.

The 136 existing metered service connections are aging and beginning to show signs of failure. As the existing
meters continue to fail, the District will have challenges complying with new Stemeerdqub have all
water services metered by 2025.

The existing system currently lacks water storage tanks which, combined with the lack of a second supply
VRXUFH OLPLWV WKH 'LVWULFW:.-V DELOLW\ WR PHHN THMERZIHQW &F
requirements.

As mentioned above, Well 3 consistently exceeds the MCI2,®irichloropropane TCPTCPis an
exclusively mamade synthetic organic chemical and a carcitiogias.used as a component in agricultural
soil fumigants applil over large areas of the Central Valley, inclldiageCounty. TCP is heavier than
water, very slow to biodegrade naturally, and is sparingly3valatiteracteristics that make it persistent in
the groundwater and difficult to treat.

The purposef the Project is to address well contamination, a lack of supply to meet all operating conditions,
lack of redundancy in the event of an emergency, reduced operating pressures related to the lack of supply, lack
of backup power at the well site in thenewban emergencgnd aging meters.

2.1.8.2 Project Description
The Project includes construction of the following primary features:

x A newwell,Well 4, including a nemell pump, a water storage tank, emergeneynlisgenerator,
andinterconnecting pipelines

X &RQYHUVLRQ RI H[LVMELQ YWDOMXVWR "VWDQG

X Properabandonment of existing inactive North and South Wells.

X Replacement of 136 existimatermeters with new

The Project proposes to drill and construct a new producdid@d® ":HOO pu DW WKH XRUWK :H¢
220009), which is just off Road 132, approximately 650 feet north of the intersection of Avenue 80 and Road
132. Well 4 will become the primary source of water for TCSD. Well 4 would be drilled toethdegtitmat

of 660feet. The proposed well is expected to wieltb 1,000 gpmwhich wouldcomfortably exceed the

County Improvement Standards. The well would be drilled and constructed on th@-saneepa@el of

land as the existing North Well sitegiaimum of 100 feet from the North Well.onstruction activity is

estimated will result is some level of disturb to the entire parcel, or approximately 277000pssekection

at Well 4 will be determined during final demigisized to accommodathe maximum day demasfd392

gpm.

In addition to the new Well 4321,00&allon(approximate storage capag@bitpble water storage taanid
booster pump station are necessary to meet County Improvement Standards as well as requirements detailed
in Section 64554 of Title Zhe booster pump station will be sizeddtver flow and pressure to meet both
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Title 22 and County Improvement Staddarhe proposed well will pump into the storage tank which will
then feed the boostpump station which will supply the distribution system.

A new hydropneumatic tamkith a capacity afp t015,000 gallonsouldbeinstalled near theew wellThe
hydopneumatic tank will be sizecattommodatpeak demands including fire flamd limit booster pump
cycling to 6 cycles per holine hydropneumatiank will be set up tmaintairbetween @20 psi throughout
the distribution systeduring normal systeoperationsChlorination injectioports will be includegpstream

of the hydropneumatic tanks at eachGharine will be injected from tg8llon totes delivered as needed
to the site.

The electrical service at the existing Well 4 site will bdathga requirday Southern California Edison

and power will be suppliedtte well from the tank site. The well site will have a local disconnect panel at the
well and site lighting. Theotor control center (MC®Jill be located at the well site. €lextrical cabinet will

not be enclosed in a building; howevehaale structure will be constructed over the caBipetitable
emergency usmly diesepbowered generator will be installed at Well 4 capable of paitkenyell 3or 4

in the eventfopower outage3he generators are planned to haveagethin diesel fuel tanks.

The Project also proposes converaimh maintenance of existing VBelbcated on APN 31826004 (see
Figure 2-4) WR ~¥WIDW\B bomMplizhce with standards required and enforced through permitting by
State Division of Drinking Water (DDWYell 3will be equipped with a treatmefant to remové,2,3TCP

as soon as funding permitSonstruction activity is estimated will tasudome level of disturbance to the
entire 0.5&cre parcel, or approximately 24,400 sq. ft.

The currently inactive North and South Wells would be properly abandoned according to County and State
requirementsAll existing ystem components thesite of the new wel{Well 4)will be demolished and
removed from the site.

All 136 existing service connections will be replaced with nemglon@ter meters enclosed within a meter
box and will have automatic read capability as well as reading equigmegygite ground disturbance for the
installation of the new meters is estimated to be approximately 2,040sqfdte argd5 sq. ftper each

of 136 metersand up to a maximum volumeZ250 cubic feet (CE@ssumes maximum depth of 10 ft. for
each meter for worst case, although most metenstwitiquire that depth of disturbahderoperty owners
are responsible for maintaining laterals or replacing them, if necessary, on their property.

As shown irrigure 2-3, TCSDhas severdistributionpipe alignmentnd meter connectiotigat are outside
of the current servidtmundary. As part of thigoject, the current boundatigcrepancyould bereconciled
through theCounty Local Agency Formation Commisfigi-Co)processThe Project is funded to replace
existing services and no new services are planned.

In list form, the Project proposes tbédwing components all of which are depictedigme 2-4:

x All well casing, well screen, and other materials that will cofgiride

X New wellpump and motor in Well 4

x Valves, flow monitoring equipment, aitel gipingat a maximum depth of 10 feet
X A portabledieselpoweredyeneratoto powereitherWell 3or Well 4

x A 321kgallon vater storage tank with booster pump statimhup to 15000gallon lydropneumatic
tankat North Well Site

X Automatic readvater meters and reading equipment
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x Chlorination injection port for emergency disinfectibotatwells

x Chlorination equipment with data logger

x Sample tap at each wellhead

x Site lighting and eteical cabinet for motor control cenfstfCC)and switchgear Biorth Well Site
X Relocatelectrical servicestalltransformer and metat North Well Site

X Surfacing at both well sites (assumed to be aggregate base rock)

X Onsite drainage porad both site(if requiredl

x Perimeter chain link fencing with barbed wire

2.1.8.3 Construction

Construction is anticipated to be completed within 15 months and will involve wothottithiall siteas
well as public and privatead rightf-wayas needed to install newater metersProperty owners are
responsible for maintenara® replacemenf the laterals on their property

2.1.8.4 Operation and Maintenance
Operation and maintenance of the water supply system will caspiediermed by TCSD

2.1.9 Surrounding Land Uses aneltthg

TCSDis located on the Valley floor east of the Coast Ranges and west of the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range.
The proposedvell replacement amhter system improvement projedbcatedmmediatelgast of SR 99.
Topographically, the Projsikis at an elevation afpproximately 27#@et above mean sea level.

Land uses in the vicinity of the Projsité consist of active farmland, scattered rural residences, and
vacant/fallow land typical of rural areas in the Central aéfrojecsiteconsists of two well sites owned

by TCSD and sections of public road rigftsayD QG SULYDWH DFFHVY GULYHV 7KH ODQ
VLWH DUH GHVLJQDWHG E\ WKH &RXQW\:V 7THYLVWR2 amdRE®OHW 30D/
40, Exclusive Agricultural Zones, &@d 40Acre Minimums, respectivelyAR 2.5, ResidentiAgricultural,

12,500 sf minimum lot size2@U, General Commercial/Mixed Use; an#-MU, Light Industrial/Mixed

Use. (Sekigure 3-3)

2.1.100ther Public Agencies Whose Approval May Be Required

x State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water {(DRW)SupplyPermit

x RegionalVater Quality Control Board, Central Valley Reljidividual or General Waste
Discharge Permit, NPDES Construction General Permit

x San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control Distsextkup generator permit &les and regulations
(Regulation VIII, Rule5aQ Regulation 1V, Rule 47302

x Tulare County Environmental Health Services Division: Well Construction and Destruction Permits

X County of Tulare: Building Permit and Encroachment Permit
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2.1.11Consultation with California Native American Tribes

Assembly Bill 52 @\ 52; codifiedsaPublic Resources Code Section 21086t3#&prequires thah Lead

Agency, within 14 days of determining ithatll undertake a projecehust notifyin writing,any California

Native American Tribeaditionally and culturally &#fted with the geographic area of the projgzititribe

has previously requested natification apmjécts in that geographic area. The notice must briefly describe

the project and inquire whether the Tribe wishes to initiate request formal consultation. Tribes have 30 days
from receipt of notification to request formal consultationL&adAgency then has 30 days to initiate the
consultation, which then continues uhtl parties come to an agreement regarding necessary mitigation or
agree that no mitigation is needed, or one or both parties determine that negotiation occurred in good faith,
but no agreement will be made.

Teviston Community Services Distiticatedit hasnot received any written correspondence froyn a
California Native Americdmibespursuant to Public Resources Code Section 2108Qu4ting notification
of proposed projects
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Figure2-3. Overall Site Plan/Area of Potential Effect
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